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In  Charge  Of  Pomp  And 


Dr.  Conrad  Swan,  genealogist  and  historian,  is  the  first  Canadian  to  be  appointed  to 


By  Michael  Cope 

DR.  CONRAD  SWAN,  a  meticu- 
lous, scholarly,  49-year-old  Cana- 
dian historian  who  is  also  the  39th 
York  Herald  of  Arms-in-Ordinary 
to  the  Queen,  gestured  towards 
that  indispensable  pair  of  stud 
books  covering  English-speaking 
blue  bloods  —  Debrett's  Peerage, 
Baronetage  and  Knightage,  and  the 
three-volume  Burke's  Landed  Gen- 
try: "There  is  hardly  a  page  in  those 
which  does  not  include  at  least  one 
Canadian  family  with  the  right  to 
bear  a  coat  of  arms.  In  British  Co- 
lumbia alone  there  are  more  armi- 
gerous  families,  on  a  per  capita 
basis,  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
Commonwealth  today,  including 
Britain." 

This  is  somewhat  astonishing  be- 
cause the  granting  of  high  honors 
to  Canadians  has  been  effectively 
discouraged  ever  since  Mackenzie 
King  returned  his  Cross  of  St.  Mi- 
chael and  St.  George  to  King 
George  V. 

"Few  Canadians  appreciate  it, 
but  their  heraldry  goes  back  nearly 
three  and  a  half  centuries,  to  the 
first  grant  of  arms  to  Nova  Scotia 
about  1625,  and  Newfoundland's 
in  1637.  After  that  came  personal 
arms  granted  to  individuals. 

Dr.  Swan,  unquestionably  the 
most  knowledgeable  Canadian 
alive  on  these  matters,  is  essentially 
a  historian  and  a  genealogist,  but 
he  is  also  something  of  a  history- 
maker  himself,  being  not  only  the 
first  Canadian  ever  appointed  to 
the  exclusive  418-year-old  College 
of  Arms,  but  also  only  the  second 
non-Briton  to  breach  its  Anglo- 
Saxon  ranks.  (A  Portuguese  noble- 
man, Roger  Machado,  briefly  held 
office  four  centuries  ago  under 
King  Henry  IV.) 

He  is  one  of  the  six  heralds  who, 
together  with  the  three  kings  of 
arms  and  four  pursuivants  of  arms, 
constitute  the  13-member  college, 
part  of  the  Queen's  Royal  House- 
hold. Theirs  is  the  job  of  producing 
and  directing  the  brilliant  pomp 
and  pageantry  of  official  occasions 

—  coronations,  state  funerals,  royal 
investitures,  the  annual  state  open- 
ing of  Parliament,  royal  marriages 

—  as  well  as  tracing  and  recording 
pedigrees  and  granting  coats  of 
arms  to  the  distinguished  and 
noble. 

Michael  Cope  is  a  freelance  writer 
living  in  England. 
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ces  and  the  House  and  the  Senate. 
Finally,  the  towels." 
" The  towels?" 

"Theaowel  lady.  She  has  the  keys  to 
every  office  and  she  changes  the 
towels  in  every  office  on  all  six  floors 
every  day.  The  other  women  must  re- 
main in  their\rea.  That  way  they're 
responsible  for  their  area. 

"Marie  CallaharVdid  the  towels  for 
years.  She  got  a  meHal  in  centennial 
year  for  her  good  worV,  performance 
and  devotion  to  duty.  Now  Beatrice 
Sullivan  is  the  towel  lady.' 

"How  do  the  ladies  prov*  them- 
selves?" 

"Well,  I  don't  like  to  use  the  word, 
mentality.  Some  are  a  little  smart 
than  others.  As  long  as  they're  gooc 
workers  —  good,  steady  reliable 
people."  He  paused. 

"And  I  want  them  to  look  neat,"  he 
added,  the  sergeant-major  in  Norman 
Cavan  marching  never  far  below  the 
surface. 

*  *  * 

On  the  way  to  see  Marie  Callahan, 
Oscar  Lalonde  told  me  that  she  might 
complain  about  being  taken  off  the 
towels  recently.  "But  she  really  want- 
ed to  be  taken  off  it.  I  could  see  her 
poor  legs  going,  so  we  gave  her  a 
good  job." 

Mrs.  Callahan,  69  years  old,  33-year 
veteran  and  only  cleaning  lady  to  win 
a  medal,  was  dusting  desultorily  in  the 
opposition  lobby:  "There's  not  much 
to  tell.  It's  just  women  coming  and 
going.  You  do  your  work  day  after 
day.  On  the  towels  it  was  different  — 
you  got  the  run  of  the  whole  building. 
I  enjoyed  the  towels.  I  really  was  sorry 
to  be  taken  off  the  towels.  I've  met  a 
lot  of  members.  Especially  Mr.  Diefen- 
baker." 

Oscar:  "They  [the  MPs]  are  very 
good  to  us.  They  talk  to  us.  They  treat 
us  very  well." 

*  *  * 

Beatrice  Sullivan,  present  towel 
lady:  "I  enjoy  it.  I'm  used  to  walking. 
I've  met  Mr.  Diefenbaker  a  couple  of 
times.  He's  always  very  nice." 

*  *  * 

Ethel  Nelson,  77,  oldest  lady  on  the 
staff:  "I  have  this  bursitis  and  when 
the  weather's  bad,  my  left  shoulder 
hurts.  I'm  left-handed. 

Oscar:  "You  should  have  told  me. 
Why  didn't  you  tell  me?  I  can  get 
someone  to  help  you." 

Ethel:  "You  can't  have  s 
help  me  every  day." 

Oscar:  "I  can.  You  should  have^ld 
me." 

Ethel:  "They're  not  th 
ditching  us  older  ones,  are 

Oscar:  "Get  that  out  of^your  mind." 

Ethel:  "I  always  say(/^nis  is  my  sec- 
ond home." 

Oscar:  "I  don't  know  if  I'm  blessed 
or  what  —  but  ajfthese  ladies  are  per- 
fect." 

A  well-dressed  lady,  who  asked  to 
remain  unnamed,  had  cleaned  the  of- 
fice of^a  senior  House  of  Commons  of- 
ficial for  12  years  and  she  only  saw 
hum  once  in  all  that  time,  and  he 


ing  of 

r?" 


didn't  say  hello.  "The  work  isn't 
drudgery,  but  I  didn't  start  it  by 
choice.  When  my  husband  died,  I 
needed  work  to  put  my  daughter 
through  school  ...  I  have  no  stories  to 
tell  you  because  I  never  see  anybody." 

*     *  * 
Dear  Mr.  Diefenbaker, 

Many  thanks  for  your  lovely  Christ- 
mas letter  and  gift  enclosed.  It  has 
always  been  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to 
look  after  your  offices  with  the  very 
best  of  my  ability. 


minister  he  was  in  by  7.  In  no  heart 
does  he  hold  a  more  special  place 
than  that  of  Hazel  Fitzpatrick.  She  has 
cleaned  his  office  for  the  last  10  years. 

"He's  like  a  second  father  to  me. 
My  father  was  so  honorable  and  hard- 
working, just  like  Mr.  Diefenbaker.  I 
cried  the  morning  he  was  let  down  so 
much  by  his  own  party." 

This  morning,  however,  it  was  joy 
unbounded.  We  were  in  his  office  to 
photograph  him  with  Hazel.  A  few 
minutes  earlier  he  had  noticed  her 


day  of  my  life." 


Sat 


You  are  a  wonderful  man  and  I  ap- 
preciate your  words  of  thanks  so  very 
much  and  also  your  gift  enclosed. 

Your  Loving  Friend, 
Hazel  Fitzpatrick 
*     *  * 

John  Diefenbaker  holds  a  special 
place  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  par- 
liamentary cleaning  ladies.  It  could  be 
because  he  is  john  Diefenbaker,  or  it 
could  be  because  he  is  one  of  the  few 
people  in  Ottawa  who  gets  up  that 
early  in  the  morning.  He  arrives  be- 
fore the  cleaning  ladies  leave  —  these 
days  around  7:45;  when  he  was  prime 


outside  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
midst  of  the  cleaning  ladies  assem- 
bled for  photographer  Ted  Grant. 

"Mrs.  Fitzpatrick,  I  saw  you  out 
there  like  Saul  amid  the  prophets.  I 
said  to  myself,  that's  my  girl.  That's 
Mrs.  Fitzpatrick.  [He  turned  to  me.] 
No  one  could  be  more  faithful,  more 
devoted  than  this  lady.  I  have  always 
said  that  whatever  you  do,  whatever 
your  position,  you  are  doing  your  part 
for  your  country  if  you  do  it  well." 

Said  Hazel:  "I  just  wish  my  father 
was  living  so  he  could  see  me  here 
with  you  today.  This  is  the  proudest 


I  met  Viola  in  the  cafeteria.  We 
next  to  each  other.  Didn't  talj/too 
much  at  first,  didn't  have  to.  She  told 
me  later  that  she  always  look/at  a  per- 
son's hands  first,  but  in  my  case  she 
hadn't.  It  was  with  a  small  tremor  of 
surprise  that  she  realized  this. 

She  had  many  Mends  in  the  cafe- 
teria and  I  didn't/know  anyone  very 
well,  so  she  drewv  me  into  a  conversa- 
tion about  th/ dusters.  She  liked  to 
dust  in  the/ibrary  because  she  loved 
to  have  so  many  books  around  her. 
She  smiled,  and  the  rest  of  my  note- 
book's filled  with  her. 

Vfola  goes  to  bed  late  and  gets  up 
e^rly.  Three,  four  hours  sleep  is 
/enough  because  there  is  so  much  to 
do  and  see  when  you're  awake,  when 
you're  Viola.  "I  want  to  do  everything 
there  is  to  do." 

Every  morning  she  walks  a  half-mile 
to  the  bus  where,  it  seems,  there  are 
whole  platoons  of  men  who  have  fal- 
len for  her.  "The  bus  drivers  —  they 
really  are  so  nice,  every  one  of  them. 
They  always  look  around  for  me,  and 
if  they  don't  see  me  they  wait  a  few 
minutes.  They  always  give  me  a 
smile." 

She  talked  about  arriving  at  the 
Parliament  Buildings  with  the  sun  just 
coming  up  and  hearing  the  birds,  and 
sometimes  seeing  a  rabbit  on  the  lawn 
and  hippies  sleeping.  Everything  she 
saw,  she  liked. 

Viola  Kidd  is  72.  As  a  mother,  grand- 
mother and  great-grandmother  she 
has  given  the  world  58  more  people. 
As  a  girl  she  was  a  highland  dancer 
and  now  she  dances  to  rock  music. 
She  sketches.  Just  about  everything 
she  sees,  she  sketches,  especially  land- 
scapes, animals,  faces.  She  used  to  like 
sketching  the  faces  of  people  on  the 
bus,  but  somebody  recently  took  of- 
fence and  said  she  shouldn't  do  that, 
it's  illegal.  She's  not  sure  it's  illegal, 
but  she  stopped  anyway. 

All  her  money,  beyond  necessities, 
she  spends  on  books  and  flowers,  liv- 
ing frugally  on  her  $40-a-week  salary 
and  a  small  pension.  "I  never  wanted 
to  have  a  lot  of  money.  But  I've  got 
dozens  and  dozens  of  flowers  and 
many,  many  books.  I  read  everything 
I  can  get  my  hands  on.  I  read  many 
things  I  shouldn't." 

Viola  reads  while  she  dusts  in  the 
rliamentary  library.  The  general 
blic  can  borrow  books,  but  the 
cleaning  ladies  aren't  allowed  to.  So 
ViolaxJoes  her  dusting  quickly  and 
then  reads  a  chapter  or  two.  "I  leave 
a  bookmark  so  I  don't  lose  my  place, 
and  every  day  I  read  a  little  more.' 

"What  did  yoii  think  of  the  wom- 
en?" Norman  Cavar*  asked.  "They  like 
it  here,  huh?" 

"They're  beautiful  \dies,"  I  said. 
"They  seem  happy  with  hxeir  work." 

Cavan  smiled.  "Like  I  said  —  treat 
them  as  human  beings.  Give\them  a 
little  respect  and  a  pat  on  th\back 
once  in  a  while.  What  the  heW.  ft 
doesn't  hurt."<\ 
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Britain's  prestigious  College  Of  Arms 


Dr.  Swan's  appointment  in  1962 
added  another  dimension  to  the 
ancient  institution  which  likes  to 
refer  to  its  "modern"  charter  as  that 
of  1555,  although  heralds  have  ex- 
isted in  England  since  1170  at  least. 
He  is  already  the  most  travelled 
herald  in  its  long  history  and  he  has 
helped  awaken  a  latent  interest 
throughout  the  Commonwealth 
particularly  in  Canada  and  Austra- 
lia. He  was  one  of  the  founding 
members  of  the  485-member  He- 
raldic Society  of  Canada  in  1966; 
he  was  heraldic  adviser  to  Prime 
Minister  Pearson  during  the  stormy 
flag  debate  10  years  ago  and  he 
was  the  first  royal  herald  to  travel 
to  both  Australia  and  South  Amer- 
ica. 

"Our  beginnings  go  back  to  the 
jousting  tournaments  of  medieval 
times.  The  sovereign  in  those  days 
appointed  umpires  to  announce 
and  judge  the  tournaments.  Then, 
as  the  use  of  defensive  armor  be- 
came universal  —  and  covered  all 
parts  of  the  body,  even  the  face  — 
the  practical  necessity  for  identi- 
fication gave  rise  to  a  system  of 
emblems  and  symbols  known  as 
armory  or  heraldry.  The  tourna- 
ments, arranged  by  the  heralds, 
became  great  ceremonial  occasions 
and  it  was  but  a  natural  extension 
to  arrange  other  ceremonies. 

"Such  an  exalted  royal  appoint- 
ment, however,  is  not  without  its 
disadvantages.  Our  salary  for  ex- 
ample, is  still  only  $42.50  a  year. 
The  fact  is  we  have  been  stuck  with 
a  wage  freeze  ever  since  the  reign 
of  William  IV,"  Dr.  Swan  dryly 
points  out. 

"But  economic  realities  are  al- 
lowed for  in  the  professional  he- 
raldic and  genealogical  practice 
each  herald  is  entitled  to  pursue, 
the  proceeds  of  which  also  go 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
College  of  Arms,  its  buildings,  rec- 
ords and  libraries.  This  dates  back 
to  the  old  principle  that  public  of- 
ficials should  'live  off  the  fees  ex- 
igible of  their  office'  and  not  be 
dependent  on  public  taxation." 

Even  at  a  starting  price  of  $250 
there  is  no  shortage  of  customers 
anxious  to  have  their  pedigrees 
checked  out  and  prestigiously  reg- 
istered for  posterity  by  a  royal 
herald.  "But  genealogy  is  like  look- 
ing for  oil  —  you  only  know  you 
are  successful  when  you  have 
found  what  you  are  looking  for.  It's 
not  possible  to  tell  how  long  or 
difficult  checking  a  person's  ances- 


tors is  going  to  be.  With  Canadians 
we  can  often  follow  their  ancestry 
back  to  the  original  immigrants,  but 
tracing  a  family  across  the  Atlantic 
to  Britain  or  Europe  becomes  more 
difficult.  One  of  the  best  pedigree- 
hunting  grounds  is  Quebec  where 
the  detailed  parish  records  often 
refer  to  three  generations."  Ger- 
man, Polish,  Russian  and  even 
Lithuanian  descendants  of  present 
Canadians  are  also  on  record  at 
the  college. 

Dr.  Swan's  special  heraldic  in- 
terest is  the  almost-forgotten  armo- 
rial bearings  granted  to  famous  Ca- 
nadians in  the  past  "and  we  are 
particularly  fortunate  that  heraldry 
was  a  thriving  business  in  New 
France  [Quebec]  long  before  the 
first  arms  were  granted  through 
this  college  to  individual  Cana- 
dians." 

Gaspard  Joseph  Chaussegros  de 
Lery,  son  of  New  France's  last  en- 
gineer-in-chief, took  the  necessary 
steps  to  obtain  from  the  officials  of 
his  new  sovereign  confirmation  of 
his  ancient  French  arms  within  four 
months  of  the  1763  Treaty  of  Paris, 
under  which  the  French  conceded 
the  remnants  of  New  France  to  the 
English  Crown.  The  original  cop- 
perplate, handwritten  entry,  in 
French,  as  recorded  by  the  then 
Lancaster  herald  at  the  college,  is 
still  to  be  seen  in  the  records.  Thus 
began  the  long  connection  be- 
tween the  college  and  the  Que- 
becois  which  has  continued  to  the 
present  day  in  which  the  arms  and 
pedigrees  are  recorded  in  French. 

A  matter  of  intense  regret  to  Dr. 
Swan  is  that  only  one  of  Canada's 
great  Indian  families  figures  in  the 
records  of  the  college.  That  is  the 
Brant  family,  recorded  when  Pierre, 
a  grandson  of  the  great  Mohawk 
chief  loseph  Brant  (Brantford,  Ont., 
is  named  after  him)  claimed  a  place 
at  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  funeral 
in  1852  and  submitted  his  pedigree 
to  substantiate  his  claim  to  emin- 
ence. 

Indians  figure  prominently  on 
several  white  men's  crests  though; 
both  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia feature  them  in  their  provincial 
arms.  Lord  Amherst,  who  as  gover- 
nor-general suppressed  the  upris- 
ing under  Pontiac  in  1761,  included 
an  Indian  holding  aloft  a  white 
man's  bloodied  scalp  dangling  from 
the  end  of  a  stick,  and  the  arms 
granted  posthumously  to  General 
Sir  Isaac  Brock,  hero  of  the  War  of 
1812.  are  surmounted  by  a  war- 
Continued 
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The  College's  connection  with 
Quebec  began  in  1763 
with  granting  of  a  coat  of  arms  to 
Gaspard  Joseph  Chaussegros  de  Lery. 


Below:  Indian  holding  scalp  flanks 
the  coat  of  arms  of  Lord  Amherst. 


Coat  of  arms  (R)  granted  to  former 
Governor-General  Vincent  Massey. 
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The  coat  of 
arms  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay 
Company, 
granted 
in  1680. 


painted  "Canadian  Indian". 

Nowadays,  many  of  the  crests 
and  arms  issued  by  the  college  are 
for  what  Dr.  Swan  calls  corporate 
usage;  "granted  to  impersonal 
bodies  such  as  cities,  associations, 
dioceses  and  universities,  rather 
than  to  industrial  and  corporate 
concerns,  although  some  of  the 
really  eminent  among  the  latter 
have  been  accorded  the  distinc- 
tion." 

Even  in  the  field  of  corporate 
arms,  Canada  is  unique.  The  oldest 
grant  to  a  diocese  of  the  Anglican 
Church  anywhere  was  by  George 
III  in  1793  to  the  Anglican  Diocese 
of  Quebec.  Conversely,  the  first 
Roman  Catholic  diocese  in  Canada 
to  receive  a  grant  of  arms  was  Lon- 
don, Ont.,  and  that  was  as  recently 
as  1968.  In  education,  the  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia  was  first  in 
1915  and  the  most  recent  was  the 
Centennial  College  of  Applied  Arts 
and  Technology  at  Scarborough, 
Ont.,  in  1971. 

Just  as  jousting  knights  embla- 
zoned their  shields  and  armor  with 
emblems,  so  modern  commercial 
corporations  resort  to  symbols  for 
instant  visual  identification,  like  Air 
Canada's  familiar  red  maple  leaf.  It 
was  in  1854  that  this  all-Canadian 
symbol  first  appeared  on  a  coat  of 
arms,  those  granted  to  Sir  Louis 
Hippolyte  Lafontaine,  chief  justice 
of  Lower  Canada.  That  other  popu- 
lar Canadian  symbol,  the  beaver, 
made  its  heraldic  debut  on  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  coat  of 


arms  in  1680. 

"Anyone  can  apply  for  a  grant 
of  arms,  but  it  is  up  to  the  Queen's 
Earl  Marshal,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
to  decide  whether  he  will  grant  his 
warrant  for  the  three  kings  of  arms 
who  are  empowered  by  the  sov- 
ereign to  issue  arms  to  eminent 
men,"  said  Dr.  Swan.  "Two  factors 
are   rigidly   applied   to  interpret 
whether  an  applicant  is  'eminent'; 
Interest  would  certainly  centre  on 
the  petitioner  himself,  so  it  would 
not  matter  how  eminent  or  other- 
wise the  petitioner's  antecedents 
might  have  been.  Only  if  the  peti- 
tioner was  a  man  of  distinction  in 
his  own  field  of  work  or  other 
endeavor,  so  that  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  community  was  the  ben- 
eficiary of  his  activities  would  an 
application  for  arms  be  favorably 
received.  The  mere  ability  to  pay 
the  $700  it  costs  would  not  in  itself 
secure  the  request  for  a  grant.  So- 
cial ambition  and  benefit  to  the 
commonweal  are  not  necessarily 
the  same  thing." 

As  befits  someone  holding  such 
an  ancient  office,  Dr.  Swan  lives  in 
a  house  about  60  miles  from  Lon- 
don in  county  Suffolk,  which  is  re- 
corded in  the  11th  century  Domes- 
day Book  compiled  by  William  the 
Conqueror.  His  own  family  arms, 
granted  in  the  16th  century,  are  on 
record  at  the  college,  and  those  of 
the  family  of  his  wife,  Lady  Hilda 
Northcote,  a  great-granddaughter 
of  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  the  1st 
Earl  of  Iclclesleigh  who  was  Gover- 


nor of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
at  the  time  of  Canadian  Confedera- 
tion in  1867. 

Recently  Dr.  Swan  finished  what 
is  already  regarded  as  the  most  de- 
finitive work  yet  on  Canadian  of- 
ficial seals,  from  the  days  of  the 
French  administration  to  the  pre- 
sent. "This  is  an  immensely  impor- 
tant aspect  of  heraldry.  The  Great 
Seal  of  Canada,  for  example,  is  vir- 
tually the  key  of  the  kingdom;  it  is 
the  most  important  single  instru- 
ment of  administration.  If  it  was 
destroyed,  stolen  or  lost  for  any 
reason,  untold  executive  complica- 
tions could  ensue." 

Oddly,  it  is  almost  by  chance  that 
this  second  generation  Canadian 
became  one  of  the  world's  great 
genealogists.  Born  at  Duncan  onu 
Vancouver  Island  where  his  father 
was  a  physician,  he  was  dispatched 
to  England  when  he  was  13  because 
there  was  no  English-speaking 
Roman  Catholic  boarding  school  in 
the  West  at  the  time. 

He  was  from  the  beginning  des- 
tined for  the  Indian  Army  from 
which  so  many  had  retired  to  Van- 
couver Island  and  was  commission- 
ed into  the  Madras  Regiment  in 
1942.  But  with  the  partition  of  India 
in  1947  he  abandoned  a  military 
career  to  study  history,  first  at  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario,  and 
later  at  Cambridge  where  he  was 
awarded  his  PhD.  As  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  history  at  Assumption  Uni- 
versity in  Windsor,  the  name  of 
this  promising  Canadian  historian 


Debut  of  the  maple 
leaf,  in  1854, 
on  a  coat  of  arms 
granted  to  Sir  Louis 
Hippolyte  Lafontaine. 


came  to  the  notice  of  the  learned 
College  of  Arms  in  London.  The 
precedential  decision  to  bring  in 
someone  from  overseas  after  four 
centuries  was,  it  must  be  suspected, 
an  agonizing  one.  But  in  1962,  on 
the  Earl  Marshal's  nomination,  he 
was  appointed  50th  Rouge  Dragon 
Pursuivant  by  the  Queen  and  five 
years  ago  promoted  to  York  Herald, 
the  39th  since  1484.  Last  year  the 
Queen  added  to  Dr.  Swan's  dis- 
tinctions by  appointing  him  Gene- 
alogist to  the  Most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath ;  as  such  he  is  one 
omhe  six  administrative  officers  of 
Britain's  senior  meritorious  order. 
if   It  is  significant  that  one  of  the 
if  most  recent  grants  of  arms  was  to 
the  United  Empire  Loyalists  Asso- 
ciation of  Canada,  in  March,  1972, 
and  the  esteem  with  which  Cana- 
dians and  their  institutions  are  held 
by  the  Queen  is  reflected  by  the  in- 
clusion of  no  less  than  three  royal 
symbols  —  the  crown  in  the  shield 
of  the  arms,  the  Union  Jack  in  the 
crest,  and  the  royal  cipher  of 
George  III  who  reigned  at  the  time 
the  original  Loyalists  took  up  arms 
in  defence  of  the  Crown  in  the  13 
rebellious  American  colonies  —  in 
the  badge. 

"Three,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  with- 
out precedent,"  says  Dr.  Swan. 
"Doubtless  it  was  felt  this  grant 
was  a  special  case  and  a  great  ex- 
ception was  made  in  favor  of  the 
Loyalists  on  the  basis  that  fidelis 
certe  merces  —  to  the  faithful  man, 
there  is  assuredly  a  reward. "< 
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In  the  Name  of  God   Ararat  - 

I  John  Pierey  Late  of  the  Township  of  lamis  Town  In  the  ittdland 
Diectict  and  Province  of  Upper  Canada  being  very  eick  and  weak  in  Body 
but  of  Perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanka  be  given  unto  AUmignty  ^od 
Calling  to  mind  the  the  Mortality  of  my  Body  and  knowing  that  it  ie 
Appointed  for  all  sen  once  to  Die  do  make  and  Ordain  thie  my  laet 
will  and  Testament,  that  ie  to  say,  Principally  and  first  of  all, 
I  give  and  reccomend  my  Soul  into  the  hand  of  AIL..;:;'  ty    od  that 
gave  it  and  my  Body  I  recommend  to  ike  Earth  *u  c->  ut&im£  in  a 
Decent  Christian  Burial  at  the  Discretion  of  my  friends,  nothing 
Doubting  but  at  The  General  Resurrection  I  shall  recive  the  same 
again  by  the  Mighty  Power  of  God,  And  as  touching  such  worly 
Estate  wherewith  it  hae  pleased  God  to  Blye  me  in  this  life,  I  give 
Demist,  (?)  and  Dispose  of  the  same,  in  the  following  manner  and 
form  - 


First  1  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  Beloved  Wife,  Catherine  the 
Mouse   She  now  lives  in  with  a  good  and  Sufficient  Garden  Ground 
close  by  furthermore  that  she  shall  have  One  Cow,  One  Hare  saddle 
and  Bridle  also  Twenty  Bushells  of  good  and  Merchant  Wheat  to  be 
Paid  to  her  yearly  out  of  the  Estate,  also  one  Hog  yearly  to  be 
psid  to  her  Drat  Bed  ready  for  Pickling  not  Weighing  lefs  then 
One  Hundred  Weight,  the  Above  Mare  and  Cow  to  be  Pastured  and 
Wintered  out  of  the  Estate,    To  my  Loving  Son  John  Percy  I  Will 
and  Bequeath  the  East  half  of  Lot  Lumber  three  Second  Goncefsion 
of  the  Township  of  Ernes  Town  Consisting  of  Fifty  Acres^  be 
Divided  Length  way  of  the  Concef sion,  also  one  half  of/the  Farming 
Utentials,  Half  of  the  Sheep  and  half  of  the  Hogs,  Ons  Mare 
and  the  fox  Colt,  Also  one  Cow,  Furthermore  I  will  and  Bequeath 
Unto  my  Loving  Son  Micheal  Percy  the  West  Half  of  Lot  Number 
three  in  the  Second  Concefsion  of  the  Township  of  ^rnes  Town 
Consisting  of  Fifty  Acres  more  Or  Lefs  to  be  Divided  Length  ways 


of  the  Coneefeion   Furthermore  one  half  of  All  the  Farming  Utentials,  half 
of  the  aheep  and  Hogs.   Also  one  K offer  and  Calf,  Furthermore  I  will  unto 
ay  Loving  Wife  all  the  Household  Furniture  ISxeeptlng  one  Bed  and  Bedding 
to  be  Reserved  for  my  two  Sons  above  Named,  Furthermore  1  Appoint  Robert 
Percy  Senr.  and  David  Hawly  aa  ay  Executors  to  Execute  this  Will  after  my 
Death,    Furthermore  1  Will  and  Bequeath  Unto  my  Dutiful  Daughters,  Catherine 
Richardson,  Ann  Foshea  and  Rebecca  Richardson,  Five  Shillings  Kach  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Estate  also  I  will  that  all  my  Lawful  Debts  be  Paid. 

ffod  I  Do  hereby  utterly  Def sallow,  revoke,  and  Biaaanull  all  and 
Every  other  former  Testaments,  Wills,  Legacies,  bequeaths  and  Executors, 
by  me  in  any  wise  before  named,  Willed,  and  bequeathed,  rattlfying  and 
Confirming  this  and  no  Other,  to  be  ay  last  Will  And  Testament,  In 
witnefa  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  I4y  Hand  and  seal,  this  Sixth  Day  of 
September  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  iiight  Hundred  and  Sine, 
Signed,  Sealed,  Published,  Pronounced  and  Declared  by  the  Said  John  Percy, 
as  his  Last  Will,  and  Testament,  in  his  presence  and  in  the  Presence  of 
Sath  other  have  hereto  Subscribed  our  Names. 

John  Percy 

David  Hawley 
Robert  Perry 
Sheldin  Hawley 


tfefora  Alex    isher  acuire  wutigs  of  tha  Surrogate  uourt  for  the  illwid 
Diet  re  it  of  Uppfr  Canada  - 

! ereonally  approved  Davie  Kawley  and  tobort  Parry  two  f©  tha 
Sxecutora  In  tha  before  writen  will  of  John  Percy  Mentioned,  who  being 
Duly  mars  that  tha  Catb  and  faith  that  ha  believee  the  bafora  writen 
trill  to  ha  tha  true  last  will  and  Taataaant  of  tha  Said  Daeaaed  &nd  -hat  ha 
will  pay  all  tha  Oebta  and  Legu&aea  of  tha  Daoaa-  *xr    a  tha  go  , da 

shall  £xtenA  aad  tha  law  shall  Bind  bin  *  nd    that  ha  will  i^eb*te  a 
traa  full  and  Perfect  Inventory  of  all  and  &vary  good  and   h&ttlee  igbte 
nad  Droits  of  tha  Daeaaed  together  with  a  Traa  and  Just  account  into  -he 
rejeetery  of  tha  Surrogate  Court  far  tha  Said  district  «hen  ha  ahall  ba 
Lawfully  Cali'd  thereunto. 

{  Sign»d)  I*via  Hawley 

.ob«rt  ; erry  ^»r# 

Sworn  beforea  a  thia 
16  Say  of  October  th«  fear  of 
our  Lord  1609* 
(Signed)   Max  Kisher 
Surrogate* 


INFORMATION  EXTRACTED   FOR  GENEALOGY 

DEATH 


NAME   OF  DECEASED 
DATE   OF  DEATH 
PLACE   OF  DEATH  • 

AGE,    OR  DATE   OF   BIRTH   IF  GIVEN 
PLACE   OF  BIRTH 
OCCUPATION 
NAMES   OF  PARENTS 


Michael  Percy 

November  29,1886 

Deseronto,  Hastings  County 

91  Years,  8  Mths .  (  k  *Vv<M^v,  HA*  ) 

Ernestown,  Lennox  Co. 


Farmer 


Not 


Stated  kcfi^-  Pjuv^  ^  (<UXj2o^o^ 


ISSUED  AT  TORONTO,  THIS  51st 
DAY  OF  July  19  70 


Executive  Officer. 
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12  June,  1966. 

r&sr  Sandra  Quill  aum% 
provincial  /rcliives, 
Doronto,  Ont. 

^ear  i'iss  Ouill gurnet 

I  have  been  reminding  myself  that  i  should  take  an  early 
opportunity  to  exoress  my  thanks  to  you  for  a  very  inforraat&ry  discourse  on 
the  docmieirbs  available  at  the  irchives.  Certainly,  you  brought  to  my  attention 
sources  which  wore  unknown  to  me.  I  do  admit  that,  even  though  I  had  been 
dabbling  in  genealogy  for  too  many  years,  I  feared  that  I  was  missing  sone 
very  definite  clues.  Your  talk  has  added  to  nor  repertory,  shall  I  say  2 

t?or  yearc  I  have  felt  that  1  v. as  :±r:ztnn  roraothing  73y 
not  patronising  your  Department.  Dut,  as  I  hinted,  ray  obeession  vas  parking 
soaee,  together  with  a  violent  disagreement  with  the  City  Fathers  \Jit^  regard 
to  no  left  turns,  one  way  streets,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  Toronto 
drives*  know  how  and  where  then,'  are  going,  while  I  know  naught  of  all  that. 

I  have  a  few  emeries  winch  I  shall  enumerate,  as  Allows: 

1.  ^bcut  1930  a  man  pm  Toronto  came  to  Bath  and  removed  all  the  records  of 

the  Divisional  Court,  bout  1937  I  asked  i'iss  I-'cSlung  if  T  could  nee 
them.  The  did  not  knot-  their  whereabouts,  but  assumed  that  they  were  still 
unpacked  ar  d  lodged  in  the  basement,    here  are  they,  please. 

2.  The  late  Dr.  J.  p.  Demorest,  of  "oxbore,  a  r  vered  ftiW^  informad  me  that 

^sgoode  Ifl31  had  all  Tonnox      'd  :ington  County  wills  made  prior  to  iB&u 
the  year  in  which  the  a/n  County  was  separated  froai  '.rontenac  County, 
'.here  are  these  will  s  now? 

3.  You  mentioned  the  I!eirs  and  Devisee  Manors,  mentioning  that  oueries  should 

note  County,   "ownc'l  ),  ericescion  and  lot,  together  with  family  name. 

Recalling  items  2  and  3,  above,  I  am  posing  a  ouery  on 
the  attached  page,  and  trust  that  your  Departr»nt  may  help  me. 

iy  best  regards  to  It.  I'cPuat  and  to  yourself. 

Tine  i rely, 


9. 
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Oifig  Gheinealais, 
Genealogical  Office, 

Caislean  Bhaile  Atha 
Cliath. 
Dublin  Castle. 


No. 


Date  Sy^^..^.vl3.t^ 

% 


T 


{Received  from  

Of  Q.^ftWfAJb  ^^^i^^..f.  

the  sum  of  .vil^  pounds   :^^Os^  shillings  ....:i»ss&.  pence 


by. 


.~As*fcfiils5n^^  in  respect  of  tW^uVJv....^^j^duv;;.. 


(Signed) 
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